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PRESS RELEASE

PMC’s National Medical and Dental Academic Board approves common syllabus.

The National Medical and Dental Academic Board convened today, 21st November 2020, to
decide the academic and accreditation standards of medical education in Pakistan. Paying
heed to the matter of the upcoming MDCAT examination, the Board’s most pertinent agenda
item was that of the MDCAT examination’s syllabus and question paper.

The Board reviewed the F.S.c syllabi of each province and federal board, subsequently
comparing the topics, which culminated into the compilation of common topics from such
syllabi for inclusion in the MDCAT syllabus. These resulting topics were then finalized as the
common topics constituting the MDCAT examination. The Board compared and reviewed the
final syllabus, which had been prepared previously as a consequence of the work done by the
Paper Setting Committee and the Council, to the common topics list assembled.

Furthermore, the Board reviewed the weightage given to different subjects in the past entry
test examinations and agreed that the same weightage should be followed to ensure that this
year's MDCAT aspirants are not put under any additional difficulty. It was therefore determined
that the entire MDCAT examination would consist of 200 multiple choice questions:

80 questions of Biology
60 questions of Chemistry
40 questions of Physics
20 questions of English

s

In conclusion, the Board agreed that the previously announced syllabus successfully meets
the standards necessary to conduct the upcoming MDCAT examination by fulfilling the
quintessential need for there to be a common syllabus which does not discriminate or alienate
MDCAT aspirants from any province.
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